
DIGGING ALL OVER AGAIN? 

The UESI (Union of Evangelical Students of India) is a mission organisation 

working primarily among college students.  This was started over sixty years 

ago and has grown in number one small Bible study after another – basically 

one believer in Christ reaching out to another believer or unbeliever and 

sharing and learning God’s Word and growing together and continuing to 

reach out to others.  The ‘Inductive’ method of Bible study is greatly stressed 

in the UESI and this means that we use the Bible as the primary source of study 

to learn about God and what the Bible teaches – this broadly involves three 

steps of (i) observation (reading a passage and observing the facts involved) (ii) 

interpretation (the next level where you spend time to study what the facts 

observed actually mean for today’s life and context and (iii) application 

(typically spending a few minutes meditating on the truths learned and asking 

God both how to apply the truths learned in one’s own daily life and for 

strength to consistently obey God and His Word.  In a broader sense, the stage 

of application is something that stretches all through a Christian’s life). 

The following is an excerpt from an article written by the General Secretary of 

the UESI, Dr. S. Arul Manohar: 

Why should the UESI keep hammering the importance of Inductive 

Bible Study? As a student movement why don’t we make use of the 

programmes, messages, all the available Commentaries and 

expositions that are available online and offline?  In this busy world 

how can we insist that all Christians have to study the Word of God 

personally?  When all the resources and materials are readily 

available, why should we ‘waste’ our time in digging the Word of God 

all over again?  Are we not becoming outdated?  These questions 

often confront us and we tend to ignore the study of God’s Word.  We 

are bombarded with ‘godly’ resources through videos, TV, books and 

social media stealing away our personal study of the Bible.  While 

much of what is available is good, we cannot ignore the fact that 

most derive their teaching heavily from random dipping (picking up 



one or two verses and drawing conclusions without relating to the 

whole message of the Bible). 

It is easy to read an inspirational devotional article or watch a 

powerful message and say that “the Lord spoke to me.”  But it is 

entirely another story to sit and study His Word personally and then 

make the same statement.  We focus on Inductive Bible study 

because we believe that every Christian should connect his/her life 

with the Word of God – personally.  We also believe that the Lord 

takes pleasure in speaking to each one as he/she seeks to know His 

mind for his/her life.  When the psalmist writes, “open my eyes so 

that I may contemplate wonderful things from your instruction” (Ps 

119:18), he is asking for a personal encounter with God.  In Ps 19:10, 

11, David describes the Word of God as ‘desirable than gold’ and 

‘sweeter than honey’ and then says, ‘In addition, your servant is 

warned by them.’ The instruction that comes through a personal 

encounter with God through the study of His Word will stay 

throughout one’s life.  The challenge before us today is to connect 

our faith to the day-to-day life.  If we are to be salt and light in this 

world, then we need to develop a Christian mind to look at ‘all’ the 

issues of this world and this can come only from a serious and 

consistent study of God’s Word.  If UESI can make a difference in the 

Indian Church today, it should be seen in the seriousness it can bring 

to the study of the Word.  If that has to happen, the desire should 

begin and flourish in the life of every one of us! 


